
 

 
 

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR B    ISSUE #23                  29 NOVEMBER 2020

Holy Family Parish Como-Kensington 

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C 

 

“Watch, therefore; you do not know 

when the lord of the house is coming . . 
 

. . May he not come suddenly and find 

you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to 

all: Watch!” Mark 13: 33-37  

The late Father Henri Nouwen wrote that our lives are a continuing 

Advent, an Advent in which “the Lord is coming, always  

coming. When you have ears to hear and eyes to see, you will  

recognize him at any moment of your life.  
 

Life is Advent; life is recognizing the coming of the Lord.” Waiting is 

often the cost of love: in waiting we realize our powerlessness; we 

realize our deepest hopes and wants; we realize the gift of those 

we love in our lives. As we struggle through this especially difficult 

Advent of 2020, may we open our homes and hearts to the light of 

God’s compassion and peace in these dark, difficult days.  

The Extraordinary Advent --- 2020 
 

It’s been a long year of waiting: waiting to determine the depth of the danger, waiting for a sense 

of how long, waiting for clear directions as to what to do next. 
 

For some, the waiting has been especially excruciating: waiting and hoping that our loved one will 

survive — for some families, that hope crashed into grief.  
 

Many have lost hope that their jobs will ever return and are desperate for some sense of what to do 

next. 
 

And so, we continue to wait: for a vaccine, for a return to normal, for the next crisis. 
 

Yes, the waiting has been painful and distressing. But, for many of us, this pandemic Advent also 

been a time of change and conversion: We’ve grown closer to our families. We have a new  

appreciation of those who work hard — and mostly unnoticed — to keep open the services we 

need to function.  

 

We’ve realized that God has raised up many saints in our midst, courageous and brave prophets 

clad in PPE. And we understand as we’ve never understood before how much we need one  

another and can’t wait to re-connect with family and neighbours and friends and classmates live, in 

person, not on a screen via Zoom or Skype. 
 

This year of 2020 has been one long Advent — and it’s not over. But it has been an Advent of  

discovery, of awareness, of insight; an Advent for seeing with new hearts and spirits God in our 

midst. 
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WEDDING  
ANNIVERSARIES  

NOVEMBER   
2020 

We congratulate the 
following parishioners celebrating 
anniversaries in November  
Tinnie & Norm Bickley,  
Peter & Audrey Ochman  
Lloyd & Evadne  
Ping Soon & Teresa Lau  
Eugene & Jill Browne  
Franz & Carem Teran-Carrasco  
God bless you all on your special 
day 

Liturgy Committee Chair: 
Hasan Sidi 
Adult Faith Formation: 
Tony Pires 
Sacramental Preparation: 
Mark Ferroa 
Holy Family Care: 
Rose Hart 
St Vincent de Paul Society: 
Mike Cosson 

Parish Pastoral Council Chair: 
Marie Tiley 
Finance Committee Chair: 
Leon Hanrahan 
Gardening Group: 
Colin Howarth 
Social Team Coordinator: 
Marie Tiley 
Archivist: 
Michael Taylor 

MASS OFFERING (at all Masses) 

Faye Della 
 

RECENTLY DEPARTED 
Phillip Joseph, Sister Pauline 
 

POWER OF PRAYER 
Jill McGimpsey-Evans, Barbara 
Todd, Adelene, Rose, David, Rhys, 
Fitzgerald family, Norah Langshaw, 
Tan Poh Choo, Vivien Chong, 
Phonz Beaugeard, Ronnie Rowe, 
Oreste Collodel, Jan Watts, Ethel 
Murdoch, Margaret Salter, Kathleen 
Plese, Mary Devereux, Mary Kolbe, 
Carolynn Power, Ivan Giddens,  
Renate Kirkby, Maureen Galligan, 
Mona Jones, Patricia Glazner, Betty 
Bennett, Ceri Williams, Phyllis  
Bennett, Reamae David, Gwen 
Woodruff, Jarlath Jones, Peter & 
Heather Jordan, Fr Carroll, Gemma, 
Arnika, Ethan, Barbara, Vicki Hook 

HOLY FAMILY DIARY 
30 November - 6 December 2020 

Monday 30 November 

• No Mass 

Tuesday 1 December 

• 9am Mass 

Wednesday 2 December 

• 9am Mass 

• 9.30am Craft Group - MtgRm1 

Thursday 3 December 

• 9am Mass 

• 9.30am - 12.30pm Adoration 

Friday 4 December 

• 7pm Mass 

Saturday 5 December 

• 6pm Mass 

Sunday 6 December 

•  8.30am Mass 

•  10am Mass 

Parish Priest: Fr Ossie Lewis 
Resident Priest: Fr Greg Carroll 
Parish Pastoral Assistants: 
Rose Hart & Tony Pires 
Sacristan: 
Joseph Muttupulle 
Office Staff: 
Joanne Zappia  
Safeguarding Officers: 
Breda Pires & Mark Ferroa 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH MINISTRY TEAM 

Parish Priest: Fr Ossie Lewis - Email: ossielewis28@gmail.com 
45 Thelma Street, Como 6152 - Phone: 9450 5921 - Email: como@perthcatholic.org.au 
Office Hours Tuesday - Thursday 9am - 12.30pm - Website: www.holyfamilycomo.com 

Weekend Masses Saturday 6pm, Sunday 8.30am & 10.00am  
Weekday Masses: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am, Friday 7pm,  
Reconciliation: 5.30pm Saturday Baptisms, Marriage & Funerals: By appointment Only  
Adoration: Thursday 9.30am-12.30pm Safeguarding Officers: Mark Ferroa 0425454763 & Breda Pires 0422237261  

CHRISTMAS SEASON  
 Solemnity - Nativity of the Lord 

 Vigil Mass (Children)  
     Thurs 24th December 5.00pm  

 Midnight Mass  
     Thursday 24th Dec Midnight 

 Christmas Morning  
     Fri 25th December 8.30 & 10am 

 Feast of the Holy Family  
     Sunday 27th December  

 Solemnity - Mary the Holy  
     Mother of God  
     Friday 1st Jan 2021  

 Solemnity - Epiphany of the 
Lord 

     Sunday 3rd January 2021 
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Dear fellow parishioners, 
 

As the parish priest of this parish, my role is that of a pastor and 
administrator. As a pastor I am responsible for your spiritual welfare 
and as an administrator for the temporal welfare of the parish, My 
pastoral duty is to nurture you with the Sacraments and the Word of 
God, because the only way God can come to us is through his Word, 
the revealed truths and the Sacraments. The Catholic Church has 
always been known as a Sacrament orientated Church. If we study the 
7 Sacraments, we will find that they are placed at every important 
stages of our lives. Our life journey begins with Baptism and ends with 
the Anointing of the Sick. As we grow in age and maturity and learn to 
take on more and more responsibilities, different Sacraments bring us 
the supporting grace we need. A Catholic who celebrates the 
Sacraments very rarely is indeed a very spiritually poor Catholic. 
 

This year on account of the deadly Covid-19 Pandemic, church attendance had been significantly 
reduced and thus the celebration of the Sacraments have been notably affected. The Weekend and 
Weekday Mass attendances has been very low, fewer Baptisms, Weddings and even funerals have 
been celebrated. The Conferring of the Sacrament of Confirmation has to be postponed to next 
year and a Special Mass will be celebrated to accommodate the families of our First Communion 
children. There was a significant time our four Nursing Homes had been locked down but now they 
are looked after very efficiently by our Acolytes, Special Ministers, Volunteers and myself.  
 

As an administrator, finance and the material and temporal assets of the parish are my 
responsibility. With the help of many dedicated men and women of the parish, the buildings and the 
grounds of the parish and the material assets are well cared for. With the help of the Finance and 
Social Committees and other parishioners, the finances of the parish are very healthy. I have Rose 
Hart and Tony Pires as my other Pastoral Assistants to help me with my pastoral and administrative 
duties, I couldn’t have chosen better persons for that role. Many thanks Rose and Tony. 
 

I conclude with heart-felt thanks for your friendship and support, for your prayers and good 
Christian living and last but not least for your generous financial support to me in the First Collection 
and to your parish in the Second Collection.  
 

Of course there is always the need to do better and so with great trust in Divine Providence let us 
unitedly continue the building of God's Kingdom here in our parish, our archdiocese and in the 
wider society. 
 

May God bless you and all your loved ones. 
Fr Ossie Lewis PP 

HASAN 

SIDI 

The Liturgy Committee is a group composed of the different representatives of the various liturgical 
ministries of the Parish. Currently the committee consists of Rose Hart (pastoral assistant), Mark 
Ferroa (Sacramental program), Christine Ho (music ministry), Hasan Sidi (representing acolyte & 
altar servers) & Father Ossie. Our responsibilities in general can be grouped into four areas:  
preparation, coordination, formation and evaluation. 

Preparation includes the Sunday Mass and other special Liturgical celebrations in the church  
calendar. The liturgy committee is also the avenue for communication coordination between the  
different liturgical ministry groups to ensure that they are carried out with a common understanding 
of the spirit and structure of the celebration and season. The committee also aims to provide  
opportunities of formation for liturgical ministers, sacramental program for the young members, and 
for the entire assembly as well as for its own members.  

And last but not least, we all need to improve from time to time. Evaluating what worked well that 
should be retained and what needs to be revised, improved or eliminated in the future are essential.  
 

Interested in serving as a committee member? Or do you have some ideas for the parish liturgy? 
Do not hesitate to contact one of us.  
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ROSE 
HART 

Is OPEN for business 
 
Our Parish Community offers assistance in the event of a variety of temporary or on-going needs. 
From help with : 
 
✓ Short term home help 
✓ Handyman jobs 
✓ Transport 
✓ Parent support 
✓ Companionship 
✓ Emergency babysitting 
✓ Gardening 
✓ Pet care 
 
We even have chefs who will provide emergency meals when you need a little extra help 
… and others 
 

Do you or someone you know need help? 
 

Please let us know by contacting:   Parish office - 9450 5921  
                                                        Or email: – como@perthcatholic.net.au 

 

We are a community who can depend on each other when we face tough times.  
Like a family we belong to each other.  

It only takes a phone call 
 

Rose Hart 
Parish Pastoral Assistant 

 

 
 

 
In Australia we have been very blessed to have avoided the worst of the COVID  
pandemic.  We share the suffering of our fellow Catholics around the world who have not even been 
able to attend Mass. 
 
“Shelter Me” is a special hymn composed by Fr Michael Joncas in the USA as an attempt to find 
God’s presence even in these fraught times.  Based on Psalm 23 it is encouraging.  You can listen 
to it   https://youtu.be/F3KifN7Jfpc 
 
Keeping our musicians and music areas clean and safe is something that we have had to adapt to in 
2020.    As well as social distancing of 1.2 m apart we have been directed by the Archdiocese not to 
share hymn books or sheet music.  Our choirs have been limited for much of the year.   
 
I miss our rehearsals and singing in the group at 8:30 am Mass.  Thanks to Christine Ho and Alex 
Wu we have continued to have good music to lead the congregation to full active participation in the 
Mass.  While I have been seated among the congregation it is great to hear the people singing well.    
Groups for some of the 6pm and 10 am Masses have begun cautiously.  When restrictions are lifted 
it would be great to have more musicians and singers for all the weekend Masses. To be effective 
Music Ministry needs committed and competent leaders and choir members who can give of their 
time.  The Parish is always seeking more people to come forward to share their 
gifts with us to the Glory of God. 
 
Guidance and assistance can be provided so please don’t be shy in coming  
forward. Give encouragement to anyone you know who could step up. 
 

KERRY 
HARDWICK 

mailto:como@perthcatholic.net.au
https://youtu.be/F3KifN7Jfpc
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MARK  
FERROA 

This year, the Covid-19 pandemic brought about significant changes to the way 
we carried out our Sacramental program. 
Three weeks into the First Reconciliation program, Covid-19 restrictions were 
introduced and the Archdiocese suspended all Sacramental programs. As a 
result, our Reconciliation program was placed on hold and the other Sacramental 
programs did not begin as planned. The Archdiocese allowed First Reconciliation 
and First Eucharist programs to resume in July but Confirmation remained 
temporarily suspended.  
Our First Reconciliation and First Eucharist programs resumed on 26 July and 5 
September respectively with ten children attending each class. Lessons were 
held in a Covid-safe environment where all the necessary measures were observed. The two programs were 
also modified to exclude the workshops and sacramental meetings which normally involved both children and 
their parents. Although the celebration of Confirmation remained suspended, it was decided to commence 
preparing children for Confirmation. However the Pre Confirmation program was cancelled this year. 
The Confirmation Program commenced on 8 August with ten children. These children completed the program 
on 17 October and they will be confirmed next year when the 2021 Confirmation ceremony is held. 
We are very grateful to all the parents for their support in such trying and uncertain circumstances, especially 
in the way they responded to our modified Sacramental program format. 
On behalf of Holy Family Parish, I would also like to thank all the members of our Sacramental team: Ellen 
Miller, Clare Burke, Marie Tiley and Joni Wijaya, for the excellent work they have done as catechists in our 
Sacramental program this year and in the past. 

Toward the end of last year we trained and welcomed 
thirteen (13) new servers to the ministry. 
Holy Family currently now has approximately 50  
servers who rotate over the three masses each  
weekend. We are blessed at Holy Family to have a 
wonderful group of Servers. 
Thank you for supporting, appreciating and  
encouraging the youth in this important  
ministry.   
Amanda Johnson 
Altar Server Co-Ordinator 

The Parish Safeguarding Committee is made up of Fr Ossie and the two safeguarding  
officers, Breda Pires and Mark Ferroa. The role of the Parish Safeguarding Committee is to 
plan, organise and review all activities with children, to consider potential risks, and to  
reduce or eliminate them. The safeguarding officers regularly monitor our safeguarding  
policies and practices to make sure they always support a culture that puts the safety of 
children at the centre of our thinking and action. This year, the safeguarding officers  
introduced a series of measures to ensure that children who attend parish activities are 

properly supervised before, during and after the activities. 
The normal practice for children attending our Sacramental program is for them to stay in the church foyer 
until the catechists call them to their respective classrooms. Parents need not wait with them. After their  
lessons the children have to remain in their classrooms until parents come to sign them out. 
Children attending our Children’s Liturgy classes are gathered in church at the start of the mass and taken to 
the classroom by their catechists. They return to their parents in church after the Creed and so do not present 
any safety issues.  
Altar servers were given a list of best practice rules to follow when they report for duty. As altar servers have 
to vest themselves before mass, their parents were asked to accompany them to the sacristy to help and  
supervise them. Best practice rules require at least two children or two adults to be present in the sacristy at 
any given time. The safeguarding officers also closely monitored the Working with Children Check of all our 
adult volunteers. The WWC cards is the only measure that is legislated by state parliament and must be 
strictly enforced. Those with expired WWC cards cannot be allowed to continue with their duties. With this in 
mind, we have increased our efforts to get everyone who needs to have a valid WWC card to submit a copy 
of the card to the parish office.  
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MARIE 

TILEY 

CHAIRPERSON’S AGM REPORT  
 

‘Unprecedented times’ is an expression much used around the world at the moment. A global pandemic has rocked our 
health, work and safety networks. We are restricted for safety reasons and are being encouraged to be vigilant and 
make decisions for the greater good and safety of our fellow beings. A saying Do what is right, not what is easy comes 
to mind. It is a time to look beyond our own needs and extend diligent citizenship as well as Christian concern & charity. 
Jesus calls us to a change in perspective: to look beyond what we do not have and realise and rejoice in all that we 
have been given, including the love of family and friends, good health, opportunities to learn and grow, the freedom and 
resources to live lives of fulfilment and meaning.  
 
Parish Management  
I wish to thank Fr Ossie for his role in ensuring compliance with government directives and associated public health  
advice during the ongoing Western Australian Government COVID-19 roadmap. Regular updates are received from the 
Archdiocese outlining health and safety measures that apply to clergy, religious and lay faithful of the Archdiocese of 
Perth. These directives are followed closely at Holy Family to ensure the safety of parishioners. My thanks are also  
extended to parish councillors and pastoral assistants who have given of their time to ensure these health safety 
measures are met within the Parish. It is timely to remind ourselves that these guidelines apply to everyone and have 
been imposed to ensure we are not at risk of catching or transmitting the Coronavirus. Gratitude is an attitude to  
embrace at the moment as countries around the world grapple with the fight against this virus.  
 
Fr Ossie has kept in close contact with parishioners even when we had limited access to the Church due to COVID  
restrictions. During this period regular updates were added to the Holy Family website and communication was kept  
ongoing through WhatsApp.  Father continues to visit the sick and elderly and watch over his parishioners in an active 
role. Thank you to our resident priest, Fr Greg Carroll, who assists Fr Ossie with masses in the Parish and Fr Greg  
Donovan who steps in for Fr Ossie when absent. Thanks are also extended to our pastoral assistants, Rose Hart and 
Tony Pires who work closely with Fr Ossie assisting in leading the mission and pastoral care of the parish community in 
accordance with the precepts, teachings and practices of the Catholic Church.  
 
Fr Ossie is also supported by an active Parish Pastoral Council (PPC). Our mission is to live gratefully the life God has 
given us, live in the spirit of Jesus and grow closer to God and one another. Meetings are held throughout the year to 
discuss and action initiatives to support Father in carrying out his ministry within the Parish. Regular meetings have 
been held when the Archdiocese has sent out information regarding compliance with government directives regarding 
the COVID -19 Roadmap. At these meetings the PPC has discussed implementation of these requirements in our Parish 
and actively sought to ensure every health safety measures are complied with at Holy Family. Discussions continue 
within the Archdiocese regarding Parish hubs to share strengths and resources with other parishes with the recent halt 
in this procedure due to the pandemic.    
 
Two parish councillors will leave their positions this year having served six consecutive years. Within their roles, Tony 
Pires and Mark Ferroa have demonstrated an interest in the welfare of all parishioners, a desire to be of service to the 
Parish community, promote the teachings of the Catholic Church and to work cooperatively and constructively with the 
Parish Council. Their knowledge, wisdom and strength have been shared willingly with fellow councillors and I thank 
them for their dedication in serving our Parish.  

 
As Chairperson I wish to also extend my thanks to all council members for their dedication and calling to discipleship, to 
the Parish finance committee who work dutifully in offering sound advice to Fr Ossie on financial matters related to Par-
ish funds, to Joanne Zappia who mans the Office Tuesday to Thursday and our two Safeguarding Officers Mark Ferroa 
and Breda Piers for ensuring the safety of children, young people and the vulnerable within our Parish.  
 
Volunteers 
Our Parish is active and vibrant. Workers willingly give of their time to prepare rosters, clean, teach sacramental  
programmes, take Children’s Liturgy classes, be acolytes, take on the sacristan role, be altar servers, readers &  
members of choirs, do maintenance and gardening, provide care services through Holy Family Care, fundraise and  
provide and serve morning tea. Some of these roles have been temporarily suspended due to health restrictions but  
volunteers continue to help within the Parish where and when they can.  
 
Our pastoral assistants, PPC members, Finance committee, sacristan, acolytes, altar servers, lectors, readers,  
extraordinary ministers, children’s liturgy team, liturgy committee, choirs and small Christian communities, Sacred Heart 
Sodality, gardeners, technical support, cleaners and St Vincent de Paul members, are all a visible sign of commitment to 
their Catholic Faith as they carry out their volunteer work for the Holy Family Parish. We grow together as we give of our 
talents and time working as a community guided by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Evangelisation 
Fr Ossie says weekday Masses at local nursing homes and visits the elderly in the Parish. Extra- Ordinary Ministers of 
the Eucharist from our Parish visit local nursing homes to take Communion to the elderly. Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) is privately conducted by Fr Ossie. The process involves a period of reflection, prayer, instruction,  
discernment, and formation.    
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Thank you to Mark Ferroa and his team for preparing children through the Parish Sacramental program to receive the 
Sacraments. The new program called ‘Gathered in My Name’ continues to prepare children for First Reconciliation in 
Year 3 and First Eucharist in Year 4. The Pre-Confirmation module begins in Year 5 so that, by the time these children 
are in Year 6, they will be better placed to prepare for Confirmation in a more meaningful way. Our enrolments in the 
past twelve months have seen ten children prepare and receive their First Reconciliation, ten enrol in classes to receive 
their First Eucharist with the Pre Confirmation class suspended till 2021 when the present ten Confirmation candidates 
will receive this sacrament.   
 
The weekly Children’s Liturgy sessions during the Sunday masses has been halted due to COVID, however the eleven 
Catechists are keen to return to their teaching roles to bring children closer to Jesus and his teachings in the Gospel. 
Adult faith enrichment sessions are hosted by the Parish to facilitate a deeper understanding of the Catholic faith and 
Church teachings. A recent Forgiveness session was conducted by Sr Frances Maguire in the Church hall. This course 
opened participant’s minds and hearts to learn how to live, process and heal wounds caused by the different forms of 
violence present in society, through ESPERE, a school of forgiveness and reconciliation. The course was inspirational 
and well attended with participants receiving a certificate for completion.    
 
Research continues on the Holy Family history initiative lead by Michael Taylor. A history page is available on our  
website. Michael has recently completed a draft of a timeline for the Holy Family Como and Holy Cross Kensington  
Parishes. We look forward to this being added to the history page on the website.  
 
Social Outreach Services 
The St Vincent de Paul Society with 40,000 members forms the largest volunteer welfare network in the country. Our 
Vinnies Como Conference services people in need in Como, Kensington, South Perth, Manning and Karawara. They 
offer assistance to their clients through food, fuel, clothing, bedding and furniture vouchers. Assistance is also given for 
utility bills, rent, medical scripts and financial counselling. The Holy Family Parish give generously to the Holy Thursday 
and Winter appeal for the Vinnies and support the Christmas Giving Tree and Vinnies Christmas Card sales.   
 
The Holy Family Parish has operated a Holy Family Care which offered assistance to parishioners for short term home 
help, handyman jobs, transport, gardening and emergency meals. This is in need of volunteers to organise and man this 
charitable initiative. A contact list of organisations that can lend assistance to those in need is available to the Office staff 
to offer advice where necessary. Our Parish is a community that can depend on one another when in need.  
 
The Parish supports appeals locally, nationally and internationally through Caritas, the Archbishops Christmas Lifelink 
Appeal and Catholic Missions Propagation of the Faith Appeal and Little Sisters of the Poor Annual Appeal. Parishioners 
are generous with donations and their time given to people in need. Support is also given by parishioners through the 
sale of Josephite and St Columba’s Calendars.    
 
Social activities and fundraising 
Social and fundraising events are offered within the Parish where both monetary and organisational support is given to 
ensure the success of these activities. Because of COVID restrictions the fundraising has been very limited this year. 
There is to be a Christmas raffle and produce sale to be held over the coming months. I encourage parishioners to  
support this initiative to help our Parish.   
 
Our future 
A recent fire in the Church Hall saw restoration takes months to evolve. In God’s mercy the Hall was completed in time 
to be converted into an extra sacred space to celebrate Mass during COVID -19 restrictions. Both the Church and the 
Hall have a COVID Safety Plan that allows a total of 143 parishioners to be safely seated to celebrate the Eucharist at 
each Mass. I believe we will come through this crisis with strength from the Lord. Archbishop Costello reminds us “When 
the disciples of Jesus were overwhelmed by a storm which had overtaken them. Jesus came to them in the midst of the 
storm, encouraging them not to be afraid because He was with them. He reached out to Peter as he was sinking and 
lifted him up (Matthew 14:22-33). The Lord is with us in this present storm which is engulfing us and He is encouraging 
us, too, not to be afraid. He has not deserted us. Rather He is calling us to discover Him in the midst of this crisis and 
allow Him to lift us up and lead us safely to shore.” 
 
Holy Family Parish is a strong faith community and we pray for the gift of gratitude for what we have received and the 
humility we seek to share those blessings with others – and in that spirit of gratitude, we will discover the happiness that 
is centred in the Spirit of God. 
 
 
With Thanks 
Marie Tiley 
Chair Holy Family Parish Pastoral Council 
 

MARIE 

TILEY 
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TONY 
PIRES 

I was interested to read back in my “filing system” to find out how long I had been involved in meeting with a 
small group at Holy Family Parish.  I found lists of Lenten reflection groups from 2009 and handouts from 
workshops to develop Small Christian Communities based on geographical data sometime after that.   
 In a large metropolitan parish with 3 different weekend Mass times it can be difficult to develop supportive 
relationship or feel part of the larger community.  There are so many people who attend Mass at Como that I 
do not know well as I regularly attend only 8:30 am Mass. 
 

Prayer group, Lenten reflection group, Advent preparation group or Small Faith Communities. It doesn’t 
matter what these groups are called.  They can become basic building blocks of the wider parish community. 
Hosting/ facilitating a group in my home has enabled me to explore my relationship with God, discuss the 
Scriptures and have my life enriched by the shared faith experiences of the wonderful members of our group.  
Each person’s contribution is valued and the group has bonded closely over many years.  We always have 
plenty to talk about and our discussions continue over a supper.   We recently spent a few days together at 
New Norcia. 
 

We usually meet monthly during the year, using a reflection sheet published by the Diocese of Wollongong 
that has the Gospel for the coming Sunday and a reflection from Pope Francis.  
The parish provides booklets for Reflection during Lent and Advent and we find them a great resource when 
we meet weekly at that time of year. 
 

If you have an opportunity to join a group this Advent do take that step.  I hope you will find a new avenue of 
prayer, peace and delight with others who share their lives with you. 

www.bowraodea.com.au  

Head Office:  
68 Stirling St. Perth WA 6000 

Tel. 08 9231 5199 

We Catholic Christians are continually called to create a deeper faith life 
that will build our love for God and help us to support others. 
 

ESPERE:  
In this confronting year we have been able to run only one Faith Building 
program in the Parish. A Forgiveness/Reconciliation program of 12 
sessions – Led by Sr Frances McGuire: Began early March and 
concluded (after a long COVID break) in early September.  
18 participants, mostly from our Parish, attended and were encouraged to consider & renew our 
commitment to forgiving those who have offended us. It was a comprehensive journey that spoke powerfully 
of the call from our God to seek healing within ourselves and with others. 
Our Small Christian Communities also provide opportunities to reflect together on our life journeys. To 
understand a little better the God who walks with us; the one who is there with us working through the pain 
and confusion; enabling us to see the strength and hope that often lies hidden.   
We pray, reflect, share some of our thoughts and life experiences, socialize, laugh and eat. We try 
and make sense of the world we live in and how we can make a difference and assist those in 
special need. We usually experience a retreat weekend together each year.  
Our gatherings happen each fortnight or month in one of our homes & are for about two hours at a time. 
 

Looking to next year: I am hoping to plan sessions through the year to enable as many as possible 
to take time to build their understanding of our Faith. At these sessions there will be some input and then 
opportunities to ask questions and talk about the topic. You will hear peoples’ thoughts - and are welcome to 
contribute or simply come and listen. 
 

Check the Bulletin dates for these ‘Faith-building’ sessions, coming soon to the Parish Centre. 
Any questions, or suggestions for future topics, ring Tony Pires – 0418 900 046 or email 
tony.pires@careerlink.net.au  

KERRY 
HARDWICK 

mailto:tony.pires@careerlink.net.au
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Follow us on Facebook 

Over the past twelve months Holy Family social events and fundraising have been affected by 
COVID 19 health restrictions.  Restrictions have seen our much loved morning tea roster suspended 
along with social gatherings in our Church hall. There will be much merriment when we can gather 
again and share our social events at Holy Family.  
 

Fundraising has also been kept to a minimum. At present we have a Christmas raffle, produce, 
plants and gifts for sale to raise funds for the upkeep of the Parish. These will be on sale until 
Sunday 13

th
 December when the major raffle will be drawn after the 10am Mass.  

Please support this initiative for Holy Family. 

 

MARIE 

TILEY 

St Pius X  
Catholic Primary School 
Cnr Ley Street & Cloister Avenue, 
Manning WA 6152 
www.stpiusx.wa.edu.au 

http://www.facebook.com/St-Pius-X-Catholic-Primary-School-2077403225648890/
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let my 
enemies exult over me; And let none who hope in you be put to shame. 
 

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1,3-8 

You, Lord, yourself are our Father. Our Redeemer is your ancient name. Why, Lord, leave us to 
stray from your ways and harden our hearts against fearing you? Return, for the sake of your 
servants, the tribes of your inheritance. Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and come down 
- at your Presence the mountains would melt. No ear has heard, no eye has seen any god but you 
act like this for those who trust him. You guide those who act with integrity and keep your ways in 
mind. You were angry when we were sinners; we had long been rebels against you. We were all 
like men unclean, all that integrity of ours like filthy clothing. We have all withered like leaves and 
our sins blew us away like the wind. No one invoked your name or roused himself to catch hold of 
you. For you hide your face from us and gave us up to the power of our sins. And, yet Lord, you 
are our Father; we the clay, you the potter, we are all the work of your hand.  

The word of the Lord. 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
R.  Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face and we shall be saved.  

1. O shepherd of Israel, hear us, shine forth from your cherubim throne. O Lord, rouse up your 
might, O Lord, come to our help.  R 

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, look down from heaven and see. Visit this vine and 
protect it, the vine your right hand has planted.      R 

3. May your hand be on the man you have chosen, the man you have given your strength. And 
we shall never forsake you again: give us life that we may call upon your name.      R 

 

SECOND READING 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9  

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. I never stop thanking 
God for all the graces you've received through Jesus Christ. I thank him that you have been 
enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers and preachers; the witness to Christ has 
indeed been strong among you so that you will not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit while 
you are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed; and he will keep you steady and without 
blame until the last day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, because God calling you has joined you 
to his Son, Jesus Christ; and God is faithful.       The word of the Lord 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Lord show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.  
Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL 
Mark 13:33-37  

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know when the 
time will come. It is like a man travelling abroad: he has gone from home, and left his servants in 
charge, each with is own task; and he has told the doorkeeper to stay awake. So stay awake, 
because you do not know when the master of the house is coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow, 
dawn; if he comes unexpectedly, he must not find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: 
Stay awake!’            The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON 
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase. 

Liturgy of the Word - First Sunday of Advent Year B 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
The word Advent means coming. 
It is a time of waiting and 
expectation. Only God knows 
when the second coming will be, 
but in today’s Gospel we are 
reminded that we must stay 
awake and be ready for Jesus 
when he returns at the end of 
time.  

LET US PRAY 
Lord Jesus, help us to live  
as you taught us, with our  
lives filled with love and  
goodness, so that we will be 
ready to greet you when you come 
again in glory. 

As we prepare for Christ's 
coming, help us to share our 

hope with others. 
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ROSE 
HART 

MIKE 
COSSON 

Like other organisations, 2020 has been an unforgettable and challenging year for the Como Conference of St Vincent 
de Paul (Vinnies). As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic we were unable to meet as a group for more than 5 months 
and our members aged 70 or more were discouraged from participating in visits to our needy clients because of the risk 
of exposure to the virus. For the same reason we were unable to come in close contact with our clients due to the social 
distancing requirements. However, despite all of these difficulties we were able to service our clients each and every 
day that they requested assistance. Fortunately, the demand for our services dropped off during the middle part of the 
year due to the additional welfare assistance provided through the Job Seeker program. 
Our Conference provides emergency assistance for needy people in South Perth, Como, Kensington, Manning and 
Karawara. The most common request for assistance is for food.  However, we are also asked to assist with petrol and 
clothing vouchers; furniture; and to contribute to the payment of bills, such as electricity and rent.  We also refer people 
experiencing severe financial difficulty to Vinnies' full time Financial Counsellors. Here is a brief report summarising  
activities undertaken by our Conference since the beginning of this year.   
So far this year we have provided 474 emergency relief services to 188 clients in our area, single people living alone 
and families, of which 38 were new i.e. visited for the first time in 2020. The 474 emergency relief services were mainly 
for food in the form of food vouchers (63%); bedding & furniture (13%); clothing (6%); fuel vouchers (5%) and the re-
mainder for financial counselling services, rental assistance, assistance with utility bills and whitegoods. The total value 
of the assistance provided is just under $44,000. 
The visits are undertaken by Conference members with 5 teams of 2 operating 
since the beginning of February. This enables us to visit clients 5 days per week. 
There were some instances this year when teams of 2 were not able to be put 
together due to the COVID-19 restrictions referred to earlier and members were 
allowed to visit clients on their own.  Fortunately, these restrictions have been 
lifted and we have reverted back to 2-person teams. 
 
We currently have 19 members in Como Conference, 16 of those belong to Holy 
Family Parish.  However, we are looking to recruit new members to ensure 
that our work can continue in the years ahead.  Please contact me, Mike 
Cosson, on 0419 938 959 if you are able to assist.  Our work is very  
rewarding and not onerous. 
 
Before I finish, I’d like to reaffirm our very sincere thanks to Fr Ossie and to the 
Parish Pastoral Council for the great support you provide to Vinnies throughout 
the year, both moral and financial. The recent community appeal was very well 
supported as was last year’s Christmas hamper appeal where parishioners do-
nated food items. We are most grateful for this support. Shortly we will be em-
barking on compiling hampers for distribution to needy families in our area just 
prior to this Christmas. These bring so much joy to the recipients. 
  
Finally, I'd like to acknowledge Gwen Woodruff who retired from Vinnies at 
the beginning of the year after 23 years of outstanding service. Thank you 
Gwen for a job well done.  
  
God bless you all 

It is amazing to see how God has blessed this Parish with so many volunteers 
and we marvel to see how He moves in their hearts. These volunteers step  
forward to lend a helping hand in so many different ways and for that we are 
very thankful. There is always plenty of work to be done and help needed with:  
Gardening, cleaning, banner making, maintenance, technology, rostering, 
EME’s at Aged Care, choirs & financing, only to mention a few. Your acts of 
kindness are small, but the impact on your parish is huge. Thanks for volunteer-
ing. If you would like to help out volunteering, please speak with Rose Hart. 

The SVDP Giving Tree is now in the 
foyer, continuing a tradition that has 
been in place for many years.  
Labels are attached with suggested 
non-perishable items for Christmas  
hampers that will be distributed to 
the neediest people in our area. 
Please return items by no later 
than 13th December. Hampers will 
then be packed and handed out the 
following weekend to our neediest 
families. St Columba’s & St Pius X 
PS, and St Pius X Parish will also be  
donating to the hampers 
 

1. Take a label from   
the Giving Tree. 
2. Purchase the item  
written on the label. 
3. Return the items to  
the Giving Tree 


